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Concept

•What is community 
screening?

•Protocol and benefits

•Application to the 
Language Deprivation
topic and discussion

• Impact and future steps



Community Screening
A new way of gauging people’s thoughts and preferences

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://insegnantiduepuntozero.wordpress.com/2013/11/27/cooperative-learning-e-peer-tutoring-per-insegnanti-2-0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Example: Netflix uses Matrix Factorization



Benefits of Community Screening

We “get the 
people in the back 

of the room”

People are more 
likely to be 

truthful 
(and blunt) 

Provides 
customization and 

trends 



Application to Class Projects
ASL 401: Language Attitudes and Ethics



Now what about language deprivation?



Example of De’VIA art by Nancy Rourke

It was the Deaf
Community First?



Nope. 

And guess 
when this was? 
1807!ng

“It is the want of language, and not the want of 
hearing that occasions that deficiency of intelligence, 
or in expansion of their reasoning faculty, so 
observable in the naturally deaf and dumb. Give 
them but language, by which they may designate, 
classify, compare, and consequently remember, 
excite, and express their sensations and ideas…  
beyond the sense of hearing…

Dr. Joseph Watson (a medical doctor)  



History, continued.

• 1987- Kathryn Meadows was the first to state 
“language deprivation”

• 2014- Dr. Sanjay Gulati’s YouTube 
presentation on “Language Deprivation 
Syndrome” at Brown University became viral 
(21K views and counting) 

• 2015- Dr. Wyatte Hall presents at the
American Society for Deaf Children 
conference on Language Deprivation

• 2018- Language Deprivation and Mental 
Health published by Neil Glickman & Wyatte
Hall



Ok. Now we know the history.
Move on. Social Media today- what do we see?



Twitter



Twitter



Instagram



Schools, parents, 
celebrities,  speech 

language pathologists, 
audiologists, doctors, 

lawyers, advocates  

And more.

Range: 20 likes to
5,000 likes



@languagefirstlab
@bilingualspeechie
@slptalkshop
@deafeducation
@whyIsign

@wyattehall
#DeafEd (monthly Twitter 
chat on various issues)

#languagedeprivation



Implications?

• Language deprivation is becoming an official term

• Increasingly used by professionals across the 
spectrum

•We need to have more dialogues and discussion.

• Language deprivation is happening- we may have 
different views, but let’s share our stories and open 
our minds to each other.  Community screening can 
help us gauge the growth of this.



Recommended 
reading
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